Remarks by Kieran Rose chair of GLEN at the launch of Know Your Rights  and  Civil Partnership: A Guide for Practitioners by the Chief Justice, the Honourable Mrs Justice Susan Denham in Four Courts Thursday 20th December.
Thanks 

It’s a huge honour to be asked to say a few words on behalf of GLEN at this launch by the Chief Justice, the Honourable Mrs Justice Susan Denham of Know Your Rights and Civil Partnership: A Guide for Practitioners.

And the Four Courts is a wonderful and auspicious venue.

Both of these guides have been written by Fergus Ryan of DIT and indeed he is a Board Member of GLEN where he makes a massive contribution. So thanks to you Fergus for all your detailed work and commitment. 

These 2 guides are quite complementary. The  Guide for Practitioners;  is just that; detailed and rigorous advice for lawyers and others. But I must say that it is beautifully written and a good read (OK have ready earlier introductory chapters).
Know Your Rights is intended to inform the general public and does a brilliant job at that.

I would like to thank ICCL for asking us to be involved in this publication. Our work together goes back to 1990 when again both organisations were involved in the ground-breaking Equality Now for Lesbians and Gay Men; which successfully made the detailed legal case for the great law reforms that have been achieved including decriminalisation, human rights legislation and so on. 
The Civil Partnership Act has been a great success in a number of ways.

Firstly it was enacted with the enthusiastic support of all political parties.

Secondly, it has been enthusiastically adopted by lesbian and gay couples. Since April 2011 when the first Civil Partnerships were celebrated; there are more than 2 a week ????? being celebrated in all counties in the Republic.

And the 1,000th  civil partnership will be celebrated early this year

A wide range of rights and flow from civil partnership; for example, couples who previously would have been split apart because of lack of immigration rights; can now live and work happily and securely in our country on the same basis of married couples. 

Civil Partnership has also been a great success in the way that it has been enthusiastically adopted and welcomes by the wider society throughout the country; in the way that family, friends, neighbours joyfully celebrate the couples legal commitment to one another; in what becomes ‘wedding’ celebrations. 

The influence of the law and its powerful social impacts is well put by Mary Robinson (1987);
“Law is the hidden infrastructure which conditions our society and pervades almost every aspect of our lives”.

The legal situation for lesbians and gay men has been transformed in the past 20 years.

Next year is the 20th anniversary of decriminalisation when new laws were brought in providing for equality with heterosexuals. 

Subsequently powerful and wide ranging equality legislation was introduced.

And now Civil partnership; the first time in a sense that a positive rights for gay people has been introduced.
Gay people and Irish society brought about this great legislative agenda 

And this legislation is in turn transforming the lives and opportunities for gay people; and leading to great and positive changes in the wider society; in social attitudes and a culture of respect for difference.

To conclude; thanks again to Fergus, to ICCL, and a special thanks to Mrs Justice Susan Denham.
Ends/
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