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DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED SCHEME
Introduction

A description of the proposed road scheme and associated works, other options

considered and future traffic forecasts are described in this chapter

Options Considered in 1994 Study

An Environmental Impact Study for the route was undertaken by Dublin Corporation
in 1994, and a report, «cork Street/The Coombe Relief Route: Environmental Impact
Study” prepared.

A number of options were considered in general terms,

a) Do nothing
b) Do minimum (single carriageway improvement)
c) A series of dual carriageway alternatives

Following initial study, two options were considered for full evaluation. These were:

—

a) A single.carriageway all purpose road comprisin fa 9 metre carriageway and
25 mejfe footways V
b) A dual two lane all purpose road comprising 6.7 metre carriageways with 2

1.83 metre central median, 1.8 metre footways, and 1.5 metre cycle tracks.

The single carriageway option was eventually discounted because it failed to provide
sufficient benefits for public transport. The Environmental Impact Study therefore
recommended the dual carriageway option with an alignment to the south of no.10
Ardee Street. Following concerns expressed by local residents about the adverse
en:i/(nmenlal implications for the properties in Chamber Street and Chamber Court,

the/scheme was subsequently amended to run to the north of no. 10 Ardee Street.
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\ \/ This scheme was adopted by Dublin City Council on o™ May 1994.
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e 1991 Draft Review of the then Development Plan, attracted a number of ]
submissions, including those from An Taisce, the Dublin Crisis Conference and
S.AD.D. (Society against the Destruction of Dublin). The main objections raiseq
may be summarised thus:

(@)  The new road would destroy local landmarks such as 10 Ardee Street, St.
Brigid’s School, Gaffneys Public House and Dean Street.
_,—_—~—~——
(b)  The widened road would lead to increased traffic, and dangerous speeding,
particularly by commuters.
(c)  The re-instatement of the streetscape had not been fully considered.
(@

The Compulsory Purchase Order procedure does not allow for challenging
the principle of a road scheme.
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Pre 1994 EIS Consultations.

On 17th February 1!

Wﬂu vw. Coiste Cuspoiri Coiteann approved the ‘Coombe Relief
ineiple to enable an Environmental Impact Study to be 3
undertaken and Department of the Environment approval and funding to be sought. :
However, the City Council at its meeting on 2nd March 1992 decided to defer
confirmation of the scheme to enable consultation with local communities to take
\

model| of the proposed scheme was prepared and was put on display in
unt Convent and Carmen Hall Parish Centre on the evenings of May 5th

and 7th, 1992, respectively. Notice of the intention to display the model was brought
to the attention of the public by advertisements in the three daily and two evening
national newspapers, announcements at masses in Donore Avenue and Francis Street

Road Scheme’ in
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Churches, posters in local shops and commercial establishments, notices to An
Taisce for distribution and delivery of notices to all properties along The Coombe
and Cork Street.

The displays of the model were well attended on both evenings. Three members of
the Corporation’s Inter-Disciplinary Team, who prepared the Scheme, were in
attendance each evening to explain details of the proposed road and its impact in the
area, and to answer questions. The response to the revised Scheme was generally
favourable.

wﬂ_ﬂy this consultation process, the City Council at its meeting on 8th June,
1992 adopted the following resolution:

“That the Dublin City Council approves in principle the proposed Coombe Relief
Scheme to enable (a) detailed design of the scheme to proceed, (b) an Environment
Impact Study to be undertaken and (c) Department of the Environment approval and

»

funding to be sought”.

Public Consultation as part of 1994 EIS

Dublin Corporation held a manned exhibition on the proposed Cork Street/The
Coombe Relief Route from March 15th to March 29th 1993 and continued the
exhibition unmanned in Dolphin’s Barn Library for a further month. The exhibition
was visited by 800 people in the two weeks’ manned display. The exhibition was
held in three different locations to facilitate local attendance. Written notification of
the exhibition was sent to over 750 households and businesses adjoining the route.
All community, residents and environmental groups (including An Taisce and the
Society Against the Destruction of Dublin, SADD) in the area were notified, as well
as the Statutory Agencies affected. General notification of the exhibition was
provided by means of advertisements in the evening papers and by announcements in

all churches in the area.

The exhibition was held to provide information on the proposal and also to
encourage a public input into the planning of the scheme before carrying out the
Environmental Impact Study. From the Corporation's viewpoint, the exhibition was
regarded as a two-way leamning process, particularly in regard to scoping, i.e.
determining what were the important issues.
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