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some Fianna Fail TDs, some

Mary Holland wrote in a great piece for the Irish
Times on the Parade: ‘One would need a heart
of stone not to have been moved by the great
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In 2007, the Labour Party twice presented its Marriage-
like Civil Unions Bill to the DAil significantly increasing
the pressure for legal recognition of same-sex couples.

jomosexuality 30 years later

Rose
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of whom would later to go
on to apologise. One Fianna
Fail TD who had a reputation
for being bigoted and was
described by Proinsias de LY
Rossa as an ‘ignoramus’ was
sent off to the United States
on a junket so he wouldn’t be
around for the debate.

waves of happiness that surged through

the centre of Dublin last Saturday

afternoon as Irish lesbians and gays
took to the streets’.

2010 saw the passing of the Civil Partnership Act by
the Dail without a vote and in a similar celebratory way
to the Gay Law Reform. The dozens of Civil Partnership
wedding celebrations that took place throughout the
country every month radically changed public opinion
so that it increasingly embraced marriage for same-sex
couples, paving the way for the success in the 2015
Marriage Referendum.

The original aims of GLEN when

it was set up in 1988 was an
equality-based gay law
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legislation. In 1998 the
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Act was introduced

and later the

In 2018, the 25th anniversary of Gay Law Reform, the
Dail and Seanad as a result of a Labour Party initiative
voted on a fulsome apology for criminalization and
the wider damage done for example the denial by

Meanwhile the vast majority of
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Ireland held the
Presidency of the
European Union
! in 1999 and
GLEN successfully lobbied the Tdnaiste and
Minister for Foreign Affairs to include sexual
. ; orientation in the Amsterdam Treaty which
\ was a hugely important breakthrough
! giving the EU competence

‘, h in LGBT issues.
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the Department of Health to fund Gay Health Action
for their HIV/AIDS awareness work, a denial that
undoubtedly cost lives.

The 2020 Programme for Government includes a
commitment to introducing Disregard legislation

to exonerate with people convicted of consensual
sexual relationships before gay law reform. On 17th
of May this year, Senator Fintan Warfield and other
Sinn Féin Senators presented a Motion to the Seanad
commemorating the 30th anniversary of gay law
reform, the 40th anniversaries of both the Fairview
March and the first Dublin Pride Parade, and the
50th anniversary of the Sexual Liberation Movement
established in Trinity College in October 1973. The
Motion commended the advocacy of groups such as
the Cork Gay Collective. The Motion called for the
immediate introduction of Disregard legislation to
exonerate the men convicted before gay law reform.
There was support from all Senators and the Motion
was passed unanimously.

Criminalization was one of the most serious human
rights violations by the Irish State and undoubtedly
requires a wider Restorative Justice programme to
commemorate all the victims and pay tribute to
their lives.

Kieran was a founder member
of GLEN and is a former

chair. He is a member of the
Department of Justice Working
Group on Disregard legislation
(see www.LGBTDisregard.ie).

#CorkPride2023
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