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Background

The criminalisation of gay men and juveniles represents
one of the most serious human rights violations carried
out by the Irish State.
The Dáil and Seanad issued a formal apology in 2018,
acknowledging both the convictions and the wider
damage caused.
The 2023 Disregard Legislation Working Group Report
adopted an international human rights framework,
including:
UN General Assembly Resolution 60/147.
The aim is to ensure that as many victims as possible
are encompassed within a Disregard scheme.
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Impact of Policing

Garda focus on public and semi public spaces.
Cases of Garda entrapment of gay men. 
With cases of working class men were
disproportionately affected.
Research by Dr Averill Earls.
Juveniles aged 15 and 16 who were convicted
should be eligible for Disregard.
Discriminatory policing also occurred through the
use of public order laws such as vagrancy.
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Spain, Germany, England, Scotland, Canada, New
Zealand, Australia: 
Pro bono survey of Disregard Legislation by
Clifford Chance for Gay Project Cork
2023 Disregard Bill by Barristers Céile and Cillian
Bracken pro bono
Tribute to Michael Farrell long-time Civil Rights
activist and former ECRI member

International Context and
Legislation
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